"   ...   a  complaint   notifying   the  operator  or   the  operator's
agent   v..   of  an   alleged  danger  or   safety or health  violation
in   a  coal   or  other  mine,    ...   or  because  of1 the   exercise  by
such miner   ...   on behalf  of himself  or   others  of  any  statutory
right   afforded  by   this   Act."

The   evidence  establishes   that   early  on September   19,   1979,   that   Bobby
Ridgeway,   then  Radiation   Safety Officer  with Western Nuclear's   Sherwood
Project,   encountered   Stafford   near   the   yellowcake   precipitation   tank while
on  a walk  around   inspection.     Ridgeway   testified   that   at   their meeting he
greeted   Stafford   Saying)   "Good  morning,   Bob/'   and   that   Stafford   responded
with,   "Well,   I  guess   I  am  going   to  be   fired."     Ridgeway  testified   that  he
was   concerned   and  wanted   to   know why,     Stafford   stated   that   he   refused  to
go   in  the   tank.     When   asked   why,   Stafford mentioned both his   and  his
mother's   concern   about   his   exposure   to  high   radiation,     Ridgeway  then
proceeded   to  explain   the  relative   safety  of   the   assignment   to  Stafford.     On
cross   examination by   counsel   for   the  Secretary,   it  was   brought   out   that   in
an   interview with  Robert   Chelini,   the  MSHA  inspector   investigating
Stafford's     discharge,   that   Ridgeway had   stated   that  Stafford  had   told  him
that  he  was   afraid  he  would   fall   [off  of   the  rakes] .     Ridgeway  identified
his   voice   on   a   tape   recording  of   that   interview.     He   testified   that  he
could  not   remember  Stafford   telling him  about  his   fear  of   falling,   but   that
he   could   have   told  him.     1   find   that   Stafford   did  communicate his
apprehension   to  Ridgeway  and,   under   the broad   language   of  section
105(c)(l),   that   the   communication  amounted   to   a colorable   complaint   of  an
alleged  danger   or  safety violation.

The   evidence   further  establishes   that   on September   19,   1979,   after
first   refusing   to  enter   the   yellowcake   precipitation  tank,   that   Stafford
went   to  see Edward  Jeffries,   the  Mill Repair  Foreman.     Stafford   told him
that  he  wasn't   going   into   the   tank.     Jeffries   testified   that  he   asked
Stafford   why   and  was   told   that   Stafford had   talked  with his  mother  and   that
she  had   advised  him  against   entering   the   tank because  of   the high
radiation,     Stafford   testified   that  he   complained   to Jeffries   about how he
didn't  believe   that  he   should  be  riding   the   rakes   in   the manner   the  crew
was   employing  because  he   thought   that   it  was   dangerous.     Jeffries   denied
that   Stafford mentioned   this   apprehension.     According   to  Jeffries,   the
first   indication  that   he  received   that   employees  were   riding   the  rake
assemblies   came   from>.Mr.   Chelini,   the MSHA  special  investigator,     I  find
that   Stafford   did mention   these   concerns   to  Jeffries,   providing   the  grounds
for   those   concerns.     These  communications   constituted  a  safety "complaint
and,   thus,   were   protected   activity  under   the Act.

To   satisfy himself,   Jeffries   asked Claude Cox,  Mine  Safety  Supervisor,
add  Ridgeway,   as   radiation   supervisor,   to   check  the  yellowcake   precipita-
tion  tank   for   air  quality   and   the  equipment   being  used   for   safety.     Cox  and
Ridgeway  examined   the   tank  and Ridgeway  reported   to Jerfries   at   the  scene
that   the   crew members   were   adequately  protected   from  radiation hazards,
Cox  testified,   that   while   on   the   scene   and   in  the   presence  of Jeffries,   he
asked  Stafford,   Miller   and  Rebillard  what^was^unsafe.     The  only  reply he
received  was   from Stafford,   who   stated   that   he  didn't   want   to   get   on  and
ride'the   rakes.     Stafford  was   interrupted  by Jeffries  who   forcefully
stated,   "You  were   told  not   to   ride   the   rakes;   we  don't   want   you  to ride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